
Common Core Math Standards for Fifth Grade 
Number and Operations in Base Ten2 

The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade.  The box on the left lists the standards teachers 
are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at home to support what children are learning in the classroom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my child develop 
these skills? 

• Using a store receipt, have your child underline digits that are the 
same and explain the relationship between the digits.  Use 
vocabulary such as “10 times as much” or “1/10 as much.” For 
example, the digit 2 in 127 is 10 times as much as the digit 2 in 42. 

• Ask your child questions about prices at the grocery store if you 
purchase 10, 100 or 1000 of an item.  Help your child understand 
that the decimal point will move one, two or three places to the 
right each time the price is multiplied by 10, 100 or 1000. For 
example, one can of beans cost $0.59.  How much will it cost if we 
purchase 10 cans? ($5.90) 

• When shopping at the grocery store or for clothes, have your child 
round the prices to the nearest whole dollar. 

• Use the internet, newspaper, or television to find rainfall or snow 
totals for your area.  Then encourage your child to estimate the 
rainfall to the nearest half-inch. 

• Use dominoes to practice multiplication.  Have your child take two 
dominoes, read each domino as a 2-digit number and multiply to 
find the product. 

• Together with your child, find a package of food with a sticker 
price and count the number of individual food items inside the 
package.   

• Have your child choose items from a sale flyer and add the prices 
to get as close as possible to a total of $5, $10, etc. 

• Give your child several quarters, dimes or nickels.  Have your child 
write the value of each coin as a decimal and multiply the decimal 
amount by the number of coins to find the total value. 



Common Core Math Standards for Fifth Grade:  Numbers and Operations-Fractions 
 

he standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade.  The box on the left lists the standards teachers are using, and the box on the 
right is what you can do at home to support what children are learning in the classroom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my child develop 
these skills? 

• Let your child see you doing real-life math that involves fractions. 
This will help your child see that everyone uses math. 

• Ask your child questions such as, “Would you rather have 2/4 or 
2/3 hour of homework?  Have your child explain the choice. 

• Discuss professions in which fractions with different denominators 
are added or subtracted (e.g., carpenter, seamstress, chef, etc.). 

• Practice adding halves, fourths, eights, and sixteenths on a 
standard inch ruler.  Your child could add 1/8 to 5/8 and show that 
the result is ¾.  

• Have your child roll 3 dice.  Ask your child to create a fraction with 
two of the dice and then multiply it by the third die, which 
represents a whole number. 

• Use everyday objects to allow your child to explore the concept of 
fractions.  For example, use measuring cups so your child can see 
how many times you have to refill a ¼ cup to equal a ½ cup or how 
many ¼’s are in two cups.  Have your child describe two fractions 
that are equal using a measuring cup (fill a ¼ measuring cup twice 
is the same as filling one ½ measuring cup.) 

• Look for a shelf of reduced items in the store.  If, for example, the 
items are reduced to ¼ of the original price, help your child see 
that the sale price can be calculated by multiplying the original 
price by ¼. 

• Encourage your child to stick with it whenever a problem seems 
difficult.  This will help your child develop perseverance. 

• Look at food labels to find items with fractional serving sizes, such 
as “1 serving = ¼ cup.”  Discuss how many of these servings would 
be needed if you wanted 2, 3, or 4 of the unit of measurement 
used. 



Common Core Math Standards for Fifth Grade 
Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade.  The box on the left lists the standards teachers 
are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at home to support what children are learning in the classroom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my child develop 
these skills? 

• Using grocery store ads, write a list of items with the dollar 
amount and quantity of each item needed.  Ask your child to write 
an expression showing how much money will be spent for the 
items on the list.  Use parentheses to show when more than one 
of an item is being purchased.  Your child might write an 
expression such as, $3.39 + (2 x $4.89) + (10 x $0.59). Help your 
child evaluate the expression to find the total amount of money 
that will be spent. 

• Using an old deck of cards, write a parenthesis on each Jack, an 
addition sign on each Queen, a subtraction sign on each King, a 
multiplication sign on each Ace, and a division sign on each Joker.  
Shuffle the deck and deal 7 cards to each player.  Arrange the 
cards face up on the table to make expressions.  Give a point to 
the player who creates the expression with the greatest value. 

• Look at recipes for cookies, casseroles, etc.  Have your child write 
equations to increase or decrease the amount of food the recipe 
makes (e.g., double or half the recipe). 

• Cut the totals off cash register receipts.  Give your child one or 
more receipts, and ask him/her to “be the cash register” and find 
the missing totals. 

• Find a recipe for your child’s favorite dish and have your child 
write expressions to show how much is needed to make various 
amounts of the recipe.  For example, if a cookie recipe uses 2 ½ 
cups flour, 1 ¼ cups sugar and ½ cup of brown sugar, your child 
would write 3 x (2 ½ + 1 ¼ + ½) to show the total number of cups 
of these ingredients needed to triple the recipe.  Discuss the 
meanings of “doubling”, “tripling”, and “halving”, etc. 



Common Core Math Standards for Fifth Grade 
Measurement and Data 

The standards explain what children should be able to understand and do by the end of each grade.  The box on the left lists the standards teachers 
are using, and the box on the right is what you can do at home to support what children are learning in the classroom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does this mean and what can I do at home to help my child develop 
these skills? 

• Have your child find measurements around the house and 
determine measurement equivalents.  For example, ½ yard is 18 
inches. 

• Help your child with conversions of measurements from larger 
units to smaller by having him/her measure water using different 
sizes of measuring cups. 

• Have your child measure, to the nearest ¼ foot, the diameter of 10 
circular objects found around your house.  Then help your child 
create a line plot of the data. 

• Have your child use sugar cubes or 1-inch blocks to fill boxes of 
different sizes. Record the approximate volume of each box. 

• Talk with your child about volume.  Discuss why you need to know 
the volume of things. 

• Have your child create a sculpture using sugar cubes.  Count the 
cubes to determine the volume of the sculpture in cubic units. 

• Have your child use a ruler, tape measure, or yardstick to measure 
the dimensions of a variety of household items to the nearest inch 
or foot.  Estimate the volume of a box that would be large enough 
to hold each item. 

• Use store flyers to find large appliances. Point out that these items 
arrive at stores in boxes or crates.  Have your child use the 
approximate dimensions (to the nearest foot) to estimate the 
volumes of the boxes or crates in which the items were shipped. 

• Have your child use 1-inch blocks to build rectangular prisms of 
various sizes.  Multiply the dimensions of the prisms to find the 
volume in cubic inches.  Then deconstruct the prisms, count the 
cubes and compare to the calculated volume. 



 


